River Halladale

River report  2011

Rod catches

The total reported catch for 2011 was 956 salmon and grilse.  The five year average has therefore increased to 823 ( 2010 – 775).

It is thought that the total catch recorded might  flatter the number of fish entering the river as the very favourable water conditions from late July onwards, mirroring 2010, lead to very high catches in August and September.  
In terms of rainfall the pattern was pretty similar to 2010 with good early levels in March not producing significant numbers of fish; April suffering very low water but most of May having reasonable water levels and a good run of 3SW and 2SW fish.   This set the tone for the season with good numbers of salmon but the grilse run was again late – June and early July were dry – and unlike 2010 the runs were very moderate in common with other North Coast rivers.

The individual beat catches  were beat 1- 311 , beat 2 - 146, beat 3 –153 and beat  4 – 146 including the estuary . (2010 – 426, 222, 202, & 190).  The Upper River  and Dyke did reasonably well with  158 and 42 fish (2010- 221 & 57).

Beat 2 was adversely affected by flood damage to Smegill which caused a problem for much of the season. The best individual week was again in September with  171 fish (2010 – 240) .

Bank Damage.

The exceptional ice spates in 2010 left significant damage to various areas, the worst being Forsinain ,Gracies and Smegil, the Hut pools and                                                                                         Runout.   Forsinain and Gracies were successfully repaired but Smegil remains a problem as after the initial repairs the original railway lines gave way.  
There has been a number of big spates since the end of the season and no doubt more to come but so far bank damage has been limited.
Staff

Willie Grant and Reuben Sweeting were helped with the high volume of  repairs to infrastructure and river watching by two students through the high season.

Following the retirement of Alan Munro as the senior ghillie, Reuben Sweeting has become head ghillie ; if he is not personally available Reuben will seek to make alternative arrangements with guests who wish to use the services of a ghillie.
Conservation measures.
Approximately 71% of fish were returned – 678 fish (2010 – 78%) .  The ‘Spring’ percent to mid June improved to 67% returned (2010 –56%) partially due to the change to the catch and release code to release the first fish instead of the second.       
The high water levels in the last half of the season prevented electrofishing stock assessments but casual observation appeared to confirm satisfactory levels of parr.
Spawning and hatchery

High water and late onset due partly to very warm weather once again made an accurate assessment of spawning levels difficult but it would appear that levels were satisfactory and there has not to date been significant damage to redds from the large number of spates.

After a difficult start some 60,000 eggs were gathered for the hatchery.  So far, in spite of power failures and mechanical breakdowns, through quick action the ova have survived well and are  starting to eye up.
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