River Halladale
Management Report 2007/8

Catch Record

Schedules of catches by month together with beat and pool analysis are attached together with a schedule of catches of ‘salmon’ using the Fisheries Research Series definition of fish over 8lb.

The total catch for 2008 was 292.  The five year average has moved from 628 last year  up to 649 – 2003 which is replaced in the average was 183.  The number of salmon in the catch was a remarkable 138 (47.3%). The 5 year average of salmon in the catch stays the same at 31.4% owing to the high percentage of salmon in the 2003 catch at 57.4%.
Compared with the last five years the 2008 figure is very modest – but a decent total for a good year pre 2003.

In weather terms 2008 was probably the most consistently dry year (with the exception of June) in the last  20 years, worse than 2003 and 1996 when only 183 fish and 180 fish were caught respectively and probably comparable to 1986 when 72 were caught. From the end of June 2008 there were no spate over 1’6” to end September and very few small spates at all. 

In the  month of June after a dry April and May 108 fish were caught, 100 of them salmon In the circumstances it was no surprise that, for the year, Beat 1 had the most fish at 95, followed by Beat2-- 53, Beat 3--45 and Beat 4--44  plus 11 in the estuary, with the Upper river catching 44.

The story was very much the same across the North Coast.  The Helmsdale returned to its long term average with about 1,600 fish,  the Naver had under 800 fish, The Borgie 234 and the Thurso is said to have had about 950 fish.
Bank damage etc
After the devastating flood in 2006 the 2007 winter was relatively mild.  Runout experienced some shallowing but it was decided to let it settle down.  A number of minor repairs were made to other pools.
Staff

Willie and Reuben carried on with the repair work from 2006/7 reinstating the hut at Nhare inter alia and improving the steps at Forsil and elsewhere.

Over the 2008/9 winter work will be carried out at Gorkil and  the Hut pools to make them more fishable and attractive.

Audrey Imlach has made a major contribution organising lettings for the river and looking after the houses, accounts and administration.
Conservation measures

55% of fish were returned , a significant drop from 68% last year but in line with years prior to that.
Catchment Survey

A team from St Andrews carried out a water quality survey in the Dyke with a view to comparing it with the work done in the Hope by the Forestry Authority et al to see how much the Dyke had recovered since the intensive conifer planting in that catchment in the mid 1980’s.

First indications show that there appears to have been a marked improvement in recent years which is encouraging.

We also carried out electro fishing exercises this year –unfortunately curtailed by the breakdown of our equipment, now repaired. We were fortunate to be able to borrow equipment from the Helmsdale together with help from Peter Quayle their River Superintendent. The results as far as they went showed satisfactory levels of parr  in the lower Hope and main stem of the Halladale but lower levels in the Dyke catchment and upper Hope.
Spawning

Spawning was about a week later than normal on account of higher temperatures at the end of October.  The number of spawners appeared lower than last year (which was in every way exceptional) but very comparable to previous years.  A good number of large fish were seen.

Late news

A large number of kelts have been seen early in the season with more bigger fish than usual . In addition a number of fresh seatrout have been caught in the river in January up to 4lbs weight.
.

